Medico-legal and ethical problems associated with treatment of children born with congenital malformations.
Recent advances in medicine and biomedical science have brought in their wake a whole array of moral, ethical and medico-legal problems. For eg, in relation to the withholding or withdrawal of treatment of neonates born with congenital malformations. While the technology to treat and thus to artificially prolong life is available, the related question of whether or not to do so and in what circumstances has to be considered. There is a paucity of cases in the courts. However, some useful principles can be drawn from a number of cases in the UK. The search for clearer legal and moral criteria has become more urgent. A way ahead appears to lie in the formation of Hospital Review Committees or some such mechanism which would enable the most appropriate decision to be taken in any one case bearing in mind the complex ethical and medico-legal issues involved.